Textravagant

Before 1999 Lee Menichella was one unhappy man when it came to the range of outdoor lextiles available on the markel, In his mind, they were stale and coarsely textured. Then

came that fateful day when, as the head of the hospitality sales arm of (indoor) luxury lextiles purveyor Cowlan & Toul for Los Angeles and Las Vegas, he brushed shoulders with

Scolt Bodanner, a well-connected textiles tabric designer. Just before the turn of the century, the two men founded Chella and gave the outdoor lextile - and outdoor living spaces

generally - a new lease of life., Eight years later, Menichella continues to turn out often eccentric and logic-defying solution-dyed acrylic fabrics that keep designers and homeowners

hooked. However au courant his wares are though, Menichella shuns the use of up-lo-the-minute weaving technalogies, nsisting instead on time-tested. centunes-old mills in Europe

and America. Unguestionably, Chella's most recent collection Back To Neutral proves that the extra lime and energy expended in doing it the old-fashioned way pays handsomely
Consider Plush Velvet, an ltaly-produced solution dyed velvet that adeptly combines Italian heritage weaving technigues with Chella’s own finishing process; or Luxe Boucle,
a woven boucle made soll with Chella’s secret fimshing process; ar Lateral, a vertical check weave textile engineered from 100% recycled, post-industrial fibre. As Menichella would

say, the possibilities are simply endless. www.chellatextiles.com

Aussie Chills

Australia’s presence in Hong Kong doesn’t just
come down to great beel and Shiraz. The country
has also made a lower profile bul arguably more
signiticant contribution to the city by helping

It curb its environmentally destructive ways.

One Aussie import Enacon Holdings Pty comes
particularly handy in a place that relies almost

oo heavily on air conditioning, Enacon peddles
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Top Dog
Anoihar year, anather interior design prize for Hirsch Bedner

Associates (HBA), The
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yitahty design firm was in

2d Designer of the Year by the International Hot

Restaurant Show last manth. According to IHIM&RS Show manager
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the 43-year-ald 5:

n Falkenber a Monica practice

was "selecied for its attenti ds and trends of i 'S

sophisticated world traveller. The firm combines a detailed knowledge

1 with a depth of experience that enables

al a global level.” On receiving the honours, HBA CEQ Michae!

Bedner (pictured) noted that, “For nearly half a century, our design

professionals have been guided by the HBA philosophy of creating a

wrated package of fantasy

This latest mark of distinction adds

10 a toweanng pile of accolades for HBA. The tirm currently holds

the number one spot on Interior Design Magazir

Top 10 List ir
Hospitality Design'. Its hard to see how things for HBA could possibly

be better. www hbad

@.
[
!
|
|
|
|
|
e
I
Nicely Handled
If wvou went wrong with vour ¢ of front door
ant g
the w uf
ale ireell a devastatingly
8] secure Qoor handle/loc
nlernational locks purveyor recently disclc
the Yale MB70 series, a solid bra
gatures a patent [
funchion whereby the lurnimg of the interior
knob causes both the latchboll and deadb
retract while the exterior g
ocked
guality
any other u Hi
the many MB70 variglies is the D Handleset, a
cesign whose angular properfies are inspired -

by Norman Foste -=SBC n Hong Kang

ilable at

hroughout Hong Kong. Lock




