buyinggreen

Creating a sustainable home isn't always

easy. In fact, it can require some research.

Here are some things to consider:

= |5 the manufacturer environmentally
responsible, and does the raw material
for the product come from sustainable
sources? For example, was the wood
taken from FSC-certified forests?

* Where did the materials used to make
the product come from? Bamboo is
sustainable, for example, but there is
a trade-off, as it's shipped from Asia.

It can be a great green material, but
also consider wood that was reclaimed
locally.

¢ |s the entire product green, or just part
of it? For example, coating bamboo
with toxic lacquer makes it decidedly
ungreen. Look for low- or no-VOC
finishes, as volatile organic compounds
can affect indoor air quality and pose
a health hazard. Be especially aware
of adhesives, which often contain
formaldehyde.

= |5 the product built to last? To really
be green, a piece should have a long,
healthy life span, not be headed to the
trash in a few years.

* Can the product be recycled? A piece
that is 100-percent recyclable and/or

100-percent biodegradable is truly green,

mimicking nature's life cycle rather than
taking up space in a landfill.
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Luxurious outdoor fabrics can also be both
tough and eco-friendly. Chella's Lateral
($52/yard) is woven of yarn spun entirely
from olefin, a synthetic fiber made from

post-industrial waste.
chellatextiles.com »>
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The best selection, quality, and prices!

Since 1931, The Iron Shop has enjoyed a reputation for outstanding design and fabrication of spiral
srairs. ']'od_a_\', we urilize L'ur'n!_:uu_'r-:l.it.h::_l wu]uln]u;__'\' lhm:lgfuml aur production process successfully mixing
state-of-the-art manufacturing with Old World quality. Offering the largest selection, highest quality, and
lowest prices in spiral stairs—we make sure that you ger the right spiral to meet your needs, available in
any heighr and BOCA/UBC code models. And our spirals are still made with pride in the U.S.A.

Call for the FREE color Catalog & Price List: Installation Video featuri
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Main Plaat & Showroom: Dept. RS, PO. Box 547, 400 Reed Rd, Broomall, PA 12008
Showrooms / Warehouses: Ontario, CA = Venice. FL » Houston, TX = Chicago, IL = Stamford, CT
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Order today or contact us for more info. e
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